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Your Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Paul Adegbuyega Olawoore the Catholic Bishop of Ilorin Diocese, priest and Religious and all our indefatigable laity members of our diocese we welcome you all in Jesus’ name.  
I would like to express my profound gratitude to his Lordship, Bishop Paul Adegbuyega Olawoore for granting us the opportunity to be participants in the seminar on New Evangelization which was held in Abuja last October 2019. During the two full days we had an extensive seminar on the Papal apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium or the Joy of the gospel, of Pope Francis promulgated in November 2013. The Holy Father intends the Exhortation to be the program for a renewal of the Church on the key of evangelization. He wants the Church’s main characteristic to be evangelization. 
In the Introduction, he reminds us that joy is the constant outcome of our encounter with a merciful God. This message is ever-new and attractive. The natural outcome of our encounter with God is to want to share what we have found. Evangelization is the natural pattern for all the Church’s activity. Like the woman at the well who encountered Jesus and was transformed, the Pope was us to share our faith experience with people through the work of evangelization.
Christ breaks the heaven open and dwelt among us and through this singular action becomes the point of convergence between God and humanity. Christ ordered us to preach the Good News to all nations in the great commission and that is why we are gathered here today to reflect on how we can refresh and renew our minds spiritually as a diocese to work towards becoming primarily an evangelizing Church. 
As a result the Catholic Church in general for over 2019 years now, and Ilorin diocese in particular for over 50 years has been struggling to remain faithful to this missionary mandate in witnessing to the gospel and engaging all humanity and the most especially in Ilorin diocese in transforming our world through an in-depth missionary involvement.
When the first missionaries came to this area, they were highly and fully involved in selfless services as they went about adhering to Christ command to go into the world to preach and baptize all who believe. Their efforts have contributed to the spreading of Christianity. They were also involved in communal outreach through Small Christian community that eventually led to the creation of outstation which were later elevated to the stators of parishes today and many more are on the pipe line. In addition, the fruits of their activities also led to the conversion, baptism, practice of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adult and other sacraments, increase in the number of vocations to both priesthood and religious life, establishment of schools, medical centers, justice and peace commission and a host of other achievements we can now see in the diocese.
When we reflect inwardly into the parishes there are so many associations created in the Church which contributed to the work of evangelization in the diocese. For instance, the Legion of Mary, Catholic Charismatic renewal, Lay readers association, Holy Childhood, Catholic Women organization, St. Vincent de Paul, Catholic Men Organization, Choir/choristers, Catholic youth organization of Nigeria, Church warden, and a host of others. All these contribute in one way or the other to spreading the gospel message to the people.
The Holy Father in this documents challenge us to devise creative ways of communicating this great missionary command that will be visible for us and credible for our time without undermining the tradition of the Church, our culture and religious pluralism. He further wants us to consider how this renewal should take place in different structures in the Church. Our diocese may be young but it’s not too young to embark on this missionary adventure. In presenting the Gospel, however, it is most important to start with the presentation of the saving love of God and finding new ways to present the essential truths of our faith to our people. Our Christian joy which is a missionary Joy must be shared to all towns and villages around the diocese and through these efforts the Word of God will grows by itself, surpassing our calculation and imagination. 
In Ilorin diocese the mission of evangelization is not carried out in one act, but in different dimensions. Pope saint John Paul II in Redemtoris Missio Nos. 41-60, reminds us that the mission of evangelization manifests itself in such activities like silent witness to Christ, proclamation of Jesus as the principle of salvation, Conversion and baptism, the forming of local Churches, the incarnation of the gospel in peoples cultures, interfaith dialogue with both Christian denominations and other religions, promotion of the development of peoples and solidarity with people in need. We are proud to say that last year we had an Ecumenical gathering at M & M events center and listened to several inputs that will assist us in mutual dialogue with people of different faith. We were reminded that ours is not to use force but rely on the spirit of God.
In spite of all these achievements we are confronted by some internal and external challenges to our Christian life which weaken the missionary activities of the Church. These difficulties streamed from the follow:
· Lack of sometimes proper and in depth understanding of our Catholic faith and doctrine which is often in the way of many people who profess the Catholic faith, 
· Lack of the knowledge of the Word of God, 
· Cultural issues and the incarnation of the gospel in it, 
· Idolatry  
· Sometimes weakened appreciation of the Christian sacraments
· Migration of Catholics to other Churches. 
· Some feel that our approach is becoming old and things are changing hence we need to adopt new ways to present the gospel message in our time.
All these aforementioned predicaments and the changes in time prompted the Roman Pontiff to call for renewal and transformation of the Church by dreaming of a missionary option, conversion of the Church’s structure, a radical invitation to personal holiness and spiritual creativity that is geared towards establishing missionary integrity that allows the Holy Spirit to make things new. To fill us with the same zeal the apostles and missionaries of old had that prompted them to plunge into action without fear of death. In doing so, we become co-workers with the Holy Spirit as a Church.

The Holy Father using the imagery of our Mother Mary expresses the role she played in the work of evangelization as she visited Elizabeth bringing Jesus to her cousin and both of the experience the power of God in their lives as He worked tremendously and wonderfully in their lives. Church renewal must be focused on mission orientation making pastoral activity on every level more inclusive and open and inspire pastoral workers to go forth and elicit a positive response from all those whom Jesus is summoning to friendship with himself. 

The parish is not an outdated institution because it possesses great flexibility depending on the openness and missionary creativity of the pastor and the community.  Parish must be a home where people come and feel welcomed and nourished with the word of God {more like a mother’s conversion filled with words that sets hearts on fire EG Nos. 130-144}. If the parish fosters Christian growth, dialogue, proclamation, charity to outsiders, concern for one another and provide worship there would renewal of her faithful.

The parish must continue to encourages and trains its members to evangelize and be the center of missionary outreach; the parish must try to accomplished the goals of missionary outreach and other church institutions like small Christina communities, and movements and associations which are raised by the Spirit and use them a means of enrichment and evangelization. These association must be guided and remain closely connected to the local ordinary and parish. 

The Holy Father also invites evangelizers not to remain stock in the old ways of doing evangelization, this for me does not mean that the old ways are totally obsolete but to be more creative and innovative in this task of rethinking the goals, structures, style and methods to be adopted without fear in their various communities. To come up with methods that will assist the entire church in bringing this dream to a reality. The important thing is to not walk alone, but to rely on each other as brothers and sisters in mission through collaboration and especially under the leadership of the bishops, in a wise and realistic pastoral discernment to work for Christ. 

Pastorally, we must check how do we journey with people in their understanding of the Catholic faith and the scriptures? Time has come now that we must recapture new ways and perhaps skills that will enhance or bring progress to the work of evangelization. The lost spirit of κοινωνία koinonia (community spirit/ joint participation and appreciation) practiced by the early Christian communities as we patiently accompany people as they progress in their faith transformation. Our proclamation must be centered on the person of Christ rather than a multitude of doctrines. All people of God are therefore invited to be part of this mission of bringing the love of Christ to others by their life styles, to see God in others and to go forth from ourselves to seek the good of others. Our baptism qualifies us to partake in this new evangelization and bring about the creativity and transformation needed in our church. This is not meant for only the priests and religious but a call to all God’s people. 

He further encouraged that the Church being missionary by nature therefore needs to grow in interpreting the revealed word of God in our current world despite all the rapid cultural changes and technological advancement, she must constantly seek new ways of expressing unchanging truths in a language which brings out their abiding newness. On this aspect evangelizers should endeavor to use words that nourish and edify their hearers/listeners. This is because balanced teaching has great relevance for the preaching of the Gospel, and beyond clear reasons and arguments. The evangelizer must put on the mind and heart of Jesus Christ and be the presence of Christ everywhere.

In addition the Church must give up certain customs which are not directly connected to the heart of the Gospel that are no longer properly understood, and God’s mercy has willed that we should be free, so precepts should be applied moderately so as “not to burden the lives of the faithful.” Pastors and lay faithful must be careful to emphasize God’s mercy for those they mentor. Our evangelization must always seek to communicate more effectively the message of Christ and avoid rigidity and defensiveness and but be open to all (1Cor 9) and is not afraid to get shoes soiled by the mud on the street. 

Going out to others in order to reach the fringes of humanity does not mean rushing out aimlessly into the world. Often it is better simply to have a plan, common agenda, and slow down as we take one step at a time as we walk with God, to put aside our eagerness, prejudices and stereotypes in order to see and listen to others, to stop rushing from one thing to another without evaluation and to remain with someone who has faltered along the way without being judgmental. At times we have to be like the father of the prodigal son, who always keeps his door open so that when the son returns, he can readily pass through it. 

The Church should be seen as the Father’s house with doors wide open to the materially and spiritually poor, the physically and psychologically traumatized in the society. The Church is called to have doors always wide open—all can be part of the community, and sacraments should not be closed for any reason---especially baptism. “The Eucharist, although it is the fullness of sacramental life, is not a prize for the perfect but a powerful medicine and nourishment for the weak.” Issues that discourage parishioners during the burial of a member be checked as this occasion is meant for consoling bereaved members and not a moment for fund raising.
 
In conclusion, the whole Church has to go forth to everyone without exception, and especially to the poor and sick (Luke 14:14) who are privileged recipients of the Gospel they are not to abandoned the poor “Let us go forth, then to offer everyone the life of Jesus Christ. I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security. Let us put more effort at developing the human person for Christ. It must then beginning from the domestic church down to the structures. I do not want a Church concerned with being at the center and which then ends by being caught up in a web of obsessions and procedures. If something should rightly disturb us and trouble our consciences, it is the fact that so many of our brothers and sisters are living without the strength, light and consolation born of friendship with Jesus Christ, without a community of faith to support them, without meaning and a goal in life. 

There are many people out there hungry for the word of God and who want to be touched in a special way by God, let us go therefore in the spirit of that great commission renewed at the end of each Eucharistic celebration to go and proclaim God’s word and “Give them something to eat” (Mk 6:37).” Let us go forth and be the hands, mouth, feet and heart of Christ in our time as we make visible the message of Christ in our diocese. We ask our Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of perpetual Help the first missionary and evangelizer to assist us with her mother prayer as we embark on this Divine project to the greater glory of God’s name. 
Thank you all for listening.
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